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SERMON 


King & Queen. 


= 


Ps AL. XCvit. I. 


The Lord is King, the earth may be glad 
thereof: yea, the multitude of the iſles may 
be glad thereof. 


HAT isto fay, it ought to be Matter of 
exceeding Joy to all the Inhabitants of 

. the World, that amidſt all the Uncer- 
tainties, and Hazards, and. Variety of Fortunes, 
which they here find themf@lves expoſed to, there 


is One Above that governs All, 
GOD 


LD — 
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GOD that made the World is the King of it. 
All the Beings of the Univerſe, Angels, Men, and 
Devils, with all the other Animate or-Inanimate 
things in Heaven and Earth, as they are His Crege 
tures, fo are they truly and propetty is Subjetts, 
and atentirely in ſubordination to Him, as Mini- 
ſters and Inſtruments dounder the Guidance of the 
Principal Agent. 

G OD doth as truly Reign in the World, as 
any King does in his Kingdom : He doth-as, truly 
order the Afﬀairs of it, as any Maſter doth thoſe of 
his own Family. Nay, a Man's own Thoughts 
and Actions are not by a thouſand times ſo much 
attended by himſelf, are not ſo much his Care, as 
the Aﬀairs of the Univerſe are attended by, and 
are the Care of God Almighty. | 

This is the notion of the Lord's being King ; 
and, Do you not think it ought 'to be matter of 
Repoycing to all Reaſonable Creatures ? 

O Lord, what a gloomy diſmal Scene of things 
do they preſent us with, that give other Accounts 
of theſe matters ? h 

To baniſh God's Providence and Government 
out of the World, is to banifh all Joy, all Peace, all 
Hope, all Comfort fpr ever, from all thoſe that 
have the power of T Mfinking. 


A Brute 
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A Brute indeed is not much concern'd how 
Matters are order'd : An Oz may grow fat in his 
Stall, and a Colt frisk in his Paſture, let the Hypo- 
theſis of the Government of the World be what it 
will. But to one that 1s made with a Faculty of 
Reaſoning, that has Hopes and Fears, and can re- 
fle& on what 1s paſt, and. hath a proſpect of what 
is future ; what black and melancholy Apprehen- 
fions. muſt it cauſe in ſuch a one, to ſuppoſe that 
nocare is taken of Human Afﬀeairs ; but that we 
fail in the tempeſtuous Ocean of this World, every 
minute in danger of Rocks and Quickſands, without 
any Pilot to ſteer us ? | 

Take what Hypotheſss you will ; either that 
there is no God, but that all things come to pals 
by Chance, or inevitable Neceſſity ; Or, that there is 
a God, but that God having once put things into 
this Frame, never meant to trouble himſelf more 
about them, but left them to ſhift for themſelves, 


Natural Events falling out from neceſlary Cauſes, 


and Civil Afairs being left to Mankind, who are 
to ſhuffle and divide the World among themſelves 
as well as they can! I fay, proceed which way 
you will, if you exclude God Almighty's Govern- 
ment, you make this Woxhgplo dark and miſerable 
a place, that no ſerious-Midering man can tole- 


rably enjoy himſelf in it. 
For - 
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For here, upon the former "an: you are 


left without Counſel or Advice. You have no- 
thing to propoſe, nothing to dehign in the. courſe 
of your Live It is all one how. you behave your 
ſelves, whether honeftly 'or wiokedly ; whether 
In mind your Buſineſs, or mind tt not, for the 

vent will be the ſame. You are obliged to no 
body for any Benefits ; you.can;complain of no 
'body-for-any ill uſage.. If you be in ll circumſtan- 
ces, you have-none'to apply to for Remedy ; and 
if you be in good ones, you may betript of them 
without Remedy the-next moment : -for all. things 
are carried on by a whirl of Fate. 

And you are not much'better'd bythe latter Hy- 
pothefis, That God hath truſted the Government 
of the World with Mankind, who are endowed 
with Reaſon and Underfianding. 

For, if we conſider how Mankind do ſometimes 
uſe their Reaſons, 1t 1s as good, 1f not better, to 
be expoſed to the Hazards of Chance or Neceſſity, 
as to be ſubject to their Wills, 

The truth of it 1s, if this Syſteme of the World 


be well confider'd, it will appear a more uncom- | 


fortable one than the other ; for it doth not remove 
from us the Iron Ba f Fate, we are ſtill under 


that Yoke as much as were >before. Yet behides 
_, theſe, 
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theſe, 1t puts upon us another Yoke, the arbitrary 
Pleaſures of thoſe of our own kind, which if they 
be not governed by Reaſon, are ten times more un- 
ſupportable than the other. l 

We are by this Hypotheſzs as much expoſed to 
Natural Ewils as we were before, and there 1s no 
help for them ; but over and above, we mult bear 
the Indignities and Infolences, the Ravages and 
Cruelty of every one that 1s ſtronger than our 
ſelves, and hath the will to opprels us. 

O hard Lot of Mankind, if this was their Con- 
ſtitution ! better by far were it for them to be 
Brutes, and think of nothing, than to be Men up- 
on ſuch Terms as theſe. 

Happy therefore are the Inhabitants of the Earth, 
happy are the remoteſt [/ſes thereof, that there 1s 
a King that reigns both over Fate and Men. Hap- 
py are we, that there is a wiſe.and intelligent Be- 
ing, that ſuperintends all our Afﬀairs, and fo go- 
verns both the Powers of Nature, and the Powers 
of Mankind ; that nothing can be done by c:cher 
of them, but what 1s deſigned by, and purſuanc to, 
tis Counſels. 

Upon this Suppofition we may live like Mer, 
and enjoy our ſelves with ſorfe Comfort in this 
World. We may propoſe Ends and Defigns to 
our ſelves, and hope that with our diligence and goz 
management they may take effect. 


B Upon 
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| Upon this Suppolition we may and ought to 


look upon all our good Succefles, as the Bleffings 


of God to us, and parttcularly that which weare 
this day- met together to thank Him for ; I mean, 
the wonderful Preſervation of His Majeſty from 
all the Dangers to which he hath fo often been ex- 
poſed, and his ſafe Return to us. 

Upon this Suppeſition, we may hope, that tho' 
all-things have not yet ſucceeded according to our 
Wiſhes, yet in due time they may, fince the King 
of the World hath, by the frequent and unexpeCted 
Deliverances he hath wrought for us, and the 
ſtrange unuſual Providences that have attended 
- our King, given us ſome: Encouragement to be- 
lieve ( provided we do our parts towards it ) that 
He hath reſferv'd Us for better Times, and Him for 
the executing thoſe Glorious Deſigns, which Good 
Men hope will at laſt be accomplith'd in rhe 
World. 

Laſtly, Upon this Suppoſition, every Honeſt 
Man will find reaſon enough both to bear conten- 
tedly whatever uneaſhe Circumſtances he Iyes un- 
| der, and to truſt in God's Mercy for the removal 
of them ; and in the mean time to polleſs his own 
Soul in a cheerfuldependance on God's Provi- 
dence, and a hearty T hankfulnels for all the 1nnu- 
merable Bleſſings he hath receiv'd, and doth daily 
receive from his'Hands. And therefore, fince the 


Lord 
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Lord is King let the earth be glad : yea, let the multi- 
tude of the ifles be glad thereof. 

Now, "That the Lord is really thus the King of 
the World, there are all the Arguments to per- 
ſwade us that can be defir'd : 

It is the Voice of Reaſon : It is the Voice of all 
Mankind : It 1s the_Voice of GOD himſelf, both 
in His Works, and in His Word, 

G1ve me leave to give you a Specimen 1n all theſe 
ways of Arguing, and but a Specimen, becauſe 1t 
would be rather the Work of a Book than of a Ser- 
mon to dilate upon theſe matters. 

Firs, 1 ſay, Reaſon tells us it muſt be thus. For 
admitting that the World did not make it ſelf,but 
was made by God ; 1t will follow, that the ſame 
God that made it muſt ſtill govern it : For, the 
ſame Ends, and Deſigns, and Motives (whatever 
they were) that induced God to make the World 
at firſt, will oblige Him forever to take care of it 
and look after it. Unleſs we ſuppoſe God to con- 
trive and att as uncertainly and unſtedily, and 
with the ſame inconſtancy and levity of Mind that 
ſome of 1s Mortals here upon Earth do. 

Secondly, It is the Voice of all Mankind. For, 
otherwiſe how comes it to paſs, that among all 
Nations, and 1n all Ages, there has been ſome Ae- 
ligi9n or other practiſed, 


B 2 I pray, 


A 
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I pray,what. 1s the meaning of worſhippingGod, 


of putting up Prayers and Supplications to Him for 
the things we need; of returning Thanks for the 
Benefits we have received; of appointing Religious | 
Rites and Methods for the expiation of Guilt, or, 
the averting of impendent Calamities ( all which 
things have been practiſed.in all Nations, from the 
beginning of the World to this day)? I fay, what 
is the meaning of all this, unleſs it was hereby 
meant to be fignified, T hat there isa God which 
doth concern himſelf in the Afﬀairs of Mankind, 
and who doth diſpenſe Good or Evil to them, as. 
they well or il] behave themſelves towards him? 
The Truth 1s, To fay that God doth not govern 
the World, is to fay, that all Religion is a Cheat ; 
and, that all Mankind, except a few debauch'd 
Wits in the more polite Countries, and a few Brutes 
in the very barbarous ones, (who are of no Reli- 
g10n at all ) have been, andare a company of cre-- 
dulous Fools. For this 1s certain, whatever Ar- 
gument either Few, or Turk, or Pagan,or Chriſtian, 
can ſuggeſt to himſelf for the convincing him, that 
it 1s his Concernment, or. his Duty, to worſhip. 
God, or to be of any Religion at all, nay, or to 
make any conſcience of any Action he does ; I ſay, 
all theſe Arguments do not only prove, but ſup- 
poſe, that God both knows and orders the Affairs of 
the World. Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, It may likewiſe be as ſtrongly proved 

from Effects; from the tracks and footſteps of a Di- 
vine over-ruling Providence, which are to be ſeen. 
in the Events that happen in the World, which is. 
that I call the Voice of God in his Works. 
. Theſe are indeed fo many and fo viſible, that 
whoſoever hath either read Hiſtory, or hath made. 
Obſervations, muſt needs have. taken notice of 
them. | 

If ever there were any extraordinary Deliveran- 
ces vouchſafed to Kingdoms, or Cities, or particu-, 
lar Perſons ; or ever any remarkable fudgments in- 
flicted upon any of theſe, which fo carried the. 
Marks and Signatures of God's Hand in them, that. 
the one could not in reaſon but be attributed to the 
Care that he had, that Religion or Innocence ſhould 
not be opprefled ; and the other muſt in reaſon be 
interpreted as a Divine Vengeance, that. purſued 
the Guilty for their Crimes : 

If ever there were any Prophecies that: did pun- 
Qtually foretell a Particular Event that came not 
to paſs till many Years after, and ſuch an Event as 
was perfectly contingent, and depended upon the 
Wills of Men : 

If ever there were any Notices given of Approach- 
ing Calamities, by Voices from Heaven, by ſtrange 


Appearances in the Air, and ſuch other = 
I'cZ 
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Preſages, not naturally to be accounted for : 
' If ever there were any Apparitions, any Witch- 
craft, any effects of a Diabolical Power, by which it 
may appear, that there are a fort of Inviſible Be- 
ings in the World, which do bear ill will to Man- 
kind, but yet are fo curbed, that they cannot do 
all the Miſchief they would : 

If ever there were any Miracles wrought either 
by Moſes and the Prophess, or by Feſus Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, for the confirmation of the Fewi/h or 
the C briſtian Religion : 

Laſtly, Ifever any Good Man did ever receive 
any Blefſing, ar avoid any Misfortune, which he 
might rationally look upon as an Anſwer to the 
Fervent Prayers that he had put up to God, or 
others had put up for him : 

I fay, if any of theſe things that I have now 
named be true (as all Hiſtories give us a World of 
Inſtances of the truth of all of them,and as for ſome 
of them, I do not doubt but they fall within the 
compaſs of our own Obſervation and Experience. ) 
I fay, if any of theſe things be true, then have we 
a convincing Proof, that there 1s a Power that doth 
interpoſe in the Aﬀairs of the W orld, ſuperiour 
both to that of Nature, and to that of Mankind, 
and which moderates al things. according as it ſeems 
good unto him. 

But 


| 
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But in truth, we need not go to ſupernatural 
Events, or to particular Providences for the Truth 
of this : For, tn my Opinion, the daily effects that 
every one of us ſees and feels ; the very Subſi- 
ſtence of the World for ſo many Apes, in that re- 
ular frame that it wasat firlt ; and the fair Treat- 
ment and Encouragement (how unequally ſoever 
things ſeem to be diſtributed) which virtuous and 
religious men have always found 1n it, and do yet 
find, notwithſtanding that far the greateſt number 
of men are of another ſtamp: I fay, theſe very 
things ſeem an Argument beyond exception, I hat 
there is a God that preſides over us, and takes care 
of us. 

But, Fourthly and laſtly, God has yet given us a 
further Proof of this, by his own many Anthentick 
Declarations in the Holy Scriptures (which we 
call lus Word. ) 

One of the main bufinefles of which is, to aſſure 
us, I hat He rules in the kingdoms of men, and ditpo- P*: 
ſeth of all their Aﬀaars. 

There He 1s ſet forth as the Author of all E- 
vents, both good and bad ; fo that no evil happens 3% 
n a City, but the Lord doth it. A 

There He 1s repreſented as the ſearcher of all 
hearts, the Judge of all mens Deſigns and Actions, 
the Avenger of all Evil Practices, and the Retuge 


of all Good Men. « Pſal 
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pal, There weare told, that He is the God of battels, 
331* and that no King is ſaved by the multitude of his armies, 
nor any mighty man delivered by his own Strength : but 
ſalvation is from the Lord. And fo are Dilappoint- 
ments alſo. | 
Pal. There we are aflured, that He from his habitation 
*3'* loketh down upon all that dwell on the earth. He fa- 
Hhioneth the hearts of them ; he under$landeth all their 
prov, Ways. And _ many are the devices that are in their 
19-21 hearts, yet it ts his counſel only that ſhall ſtand. 
In a word, it 1s God (as the Apoſtle tetls, us) 
Eph. that worketh all things,and he worketh them all accor- 
ding to the counſel of his own will. So that nothin 
comes by chance, nothing 1s done in vain ; but al 
Events are in purſuance of a Dehign. 

Nay, not ſo much as the Event of caſting a Lot 
(which ſeems the moſt fortuitouscontingent thing 
in the whole World ) is left at random : For even 
in that Caſe the diſpoſal of the Lot (as Solomon tells 
us, Prov. 16. 33.) is fromthe Lord. 

| All thisisnot only the Doctrine, but in a great 
meaſure the very Language and Expreſſion of thoſe 
Holy Books. And, what can we defire more ? 
Or, what words can we invent that ſhall declare 
more fully the thing weare ſpeaking of ? 


None 
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| None can that I know of,except perhaps thoſe of 
our Saviour, with which I ſhall ſhut up this point. 


Fearnot,(ſaith he tohtsDiſciples)Are not two ſparrows mate. 
fold for a farthing ? yet not -one of them falls to the ** 


ground without the will of your Father. Nay, I ſay un- 
to you, the wery hairs of your head are all numbered. 
O wonderful this ! what! God Almighty num- 
ber the very Hairs of our Heads ! Lord, what is 
man, that thou ſhouldft have ſuch reſpe&t unto him, and 
do that for him which even the niceſt and moſt 
delicate of Men never yet did for themſelves ? But 
thus art thou pleaſed to expreſs thy particular re- 
gard to the Sons of Men. Thus art thou pleaſed 
to let us ſee, that none of us are ſo inconfiderable, 
but that we are within the Verge of thy Provi- 
dence, and Objedts of thy Care: And therefore 
much more are C:tzes, and States, and Kingdoms ſo, 
wherein the Fortunes of ſo many Individuals are 
wrapt up. 

O, bleſſed be God for his Love to Mankind. 
Q, for ever adored be his Name for thus humbling 
himſelf to take notice of us and our Afﬀairs, and 
likewiſe for giving us ſuch abundant Aflurance that 
He doth fo. Since therefore we have ſuch migh- 
ty Evidence of all ſorts, that the Lord is King, let the 
earth be glad : yea, let the multitude of the ifles be glad - 
thereof. © 
| C And 
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And we ſhall ſtill ſee greater reaſon thus to be 

| if we conſider a little more particularly the 
Rules and Meaſures by which God adminiſters the 
Afﬀairs of his Kingdom : Which are not, as too of- 
ten happens in Haman Governments, Arbitrary 
Will or Humour, but perfe&t Wiſdom, and Faſtice, 
and Goodneſs. 

\Tho' it be true what the Plalmiſt faith, That 
ria. Whetſoever the Lord pleaſeth, that doth he in Heaven 
125-5 and in Earth, and in the Sea and all deep places : Yet 

it 1s as true, that the Lord will never be pleaſed to 

do any thing, -either in Heaven or in Earth, bat 

_ what 15 ſuggefted by Infinite Goodneſs, and m fach 

ways as are the Reſult of Infinite Wiſdom. For, as 

ra. the ſame Pſalmiſt tells us, He loveth righteouſneſs and 

33: 5 1dgment ; the earth is full of the goodneſs of the Lord. 

pial. He # holy in all bis ways, and righteous in all his do- 
17, 9. ngs * and bis tender mercies are over all his works. 

| To fay, That God deals arbitrarily with any of 

his Creatures; or, that He diſpenſeth Good or Ex1l 

to them meerly becauſe He will, without any other 

Reaſon, 1s in truth to diſparage His Nature, and 

gives us ſuch a notion of Him, as we have perhaps 

of ſome of the Great Monarchs of the World, but 
whom we are far from eſteeming the Beſt Men. 


No 
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No certaihly, if we Mankind find in our ſelves, 
that the wiſer-and better we grow, the leſs are we 


' Ted by Humour and Will, and the more do we ſhake 


off our Indifterency to Good and- Evil, and the 
more ſteadily do we cleave to the eternal Laws 
of Reaſon and Righteouſneſs in all our Actions : We 
may be ſure that God, who is Wiſdom, and Juſtice, 
and Goodneſs it ſelf, can never in any of his Adti- 
ons or Dealings with his Creatures, depart from 
theſe Principles. 

The true Scheme of God Almighty's Govern- 
ment 15 plainly this. . 

His Infinite Mind clearly underſtood all the Poſ- 


fſibilities of things long betore they were in aual 


being. He knew what things were poſſible to be ; 


' and how they would act if they were put intobeing; 


and what the Events of all their Adtings would be. 

His Infinite Goodneſs moved him to put into aual 
being every thing that he ſaw was Good to Be ; and 
to give them all thoſe powers of Action that they have; 
and withal, to look after them ſo.as that both they 
and all their Motions and ACtions ſhould at laſt be 
to the Praiſe and Glory of the ſame Goodneſs that 
frſt enclined him to create them. 

His Infinite Wiſdom contrived the Methods in 
which all this ſhould be brought to paſs, and ſo laid 
the Scheme and Platform of things, that nothing 

GC 2 could 
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And laſtly, The. Scheme of Things being thus 
laid, His Infinite Power firſt produced All things, and. 


{till upholds A// things, and from-time to time, in. 


their ſeveral ſeaſons, actually brings to paſs every, 
thing, according to the Determinations of his eter- 
nal Wiſdom.And tho! it doth it in ways ſecret to us, 
yet it doth it certainly and ſurely,and withal,moſt 
ealily. and gently, with the leaſt violence to the 
eftabliſh'd Laws of Nature, and without any force 
at all upon the Free Wills of Intell:gent Beings, 


This, I fay, is the Account that both Reaſon and | 


Scripture give us of God's Making and Governing 
the World. Infinite Knowledge 1s the Foundation 
of All. . Infinite Goodneſs is the Author and Mover 
of All. Infinite Wiſdom is the Contriver and Di- 
reor of All. And Infinite Power executes All. 
- Admit now theſe Principles, and ſee what will 
follow from them.. | : 

It will follow from hence, in the fir place, that 
every Event that happens in the World, i beautiful 
mn its ſeaſon ; as. Solomon exprelles it. That is to 


fy, How unaccountable ſoever it may appear 
| to 
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to us, yet there1s a good Reaſon to be given, both 
why it happens at all, and likewiſe why it hap- 

ns at that time, and with thoſe circumſtances that 
it doth. It helps to adorn the Great Drama an:l 
Contrivance of God's Providence, and miniſters, 
to excellent Ends, tho' we poor Creatures do little 
apprehend how it makes for them. As indeed it 
is impoſhble we. ſhould, unleſs we had the whole 
Comprehenſton of Things in our Minds, and faw the 


entire Scheme of God's Government, trom the be- 


ginning to the end. This muſt needs be ſo, if we 


be Govern'd by Infinite Wiſdom. 

Secondly, It follows from hence, . that both Good 
and Ewil are meaſured to Mankind according to 
their reſpective Capacities. If we be fit for Good, 
Good will come. If we deſerve Puniſhment, we 
muſt expe& that likewiſe. For, All God's ways are 
equal, tho' Ours be unequal, : 

And therefore it is the moſt unreaſonable thing 
in the World to'impute our Succeſſes, whether they 
be. Good or Bad, fo wholly to the immediate Hands 
that managed. our Afﬀairs, as not in the firit place 
to take notice of the Hand of God in them. 

There 1s a Divine Power that governs all theſe 
matters. And tho' it be true, that no Misfortune, 
no 11] Succeſs ever happens, but there is a Human 
Reaſon to be given for it ; it may be found out 
upon 
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upon what occaſion, or by what negle&, or thro' 
what ill management that Misfortune happened : 
Yet it 1s as true, that if thoſe that managed for 


us had the Wiſdom, and the ConduQ, and the 


Strength of the very Angels of God, yet their 
Endeavours would not be eftectual, for the making 
us happy, unleſs we our ſelves were in a capaci- 
ty of being ſo, by being proper Objects of God's 
Mercy and Favour. This muſt likewiſe be true, 
if perfe&t Fuſtice govern the World. 


_ Thirdly, It follows from hence, that even the 


ſeverer Diſpenſations of God's Providence toward 
us ; the things we complain of, and are uneahie 
under ; aur. very Calamities, and Misfortunes, and 
Diſappointments ; even theſe are the effeCts of God's 
Kindneſs, tho' at the ſame time they may be-like- 
wiſe Inſtances of His Juſtice. That is to ſay, they 
are meant really for our Good, and w1ll prove fo, if 
we make that uſe of them we ſhould do. 

The very Nature of God 1s to doall Good, at all 
Times, to all his Creatures. For, He had no other 
End in making them, nor has he any other End 
in looking after them. But God cannot do good 
to All in the ſame way. Corredtion, and Chaſtiſe- 
ment, and Puniſhment is in ſome caſes more expe- 
dient for the bringing People to Rights, and pro- 
moting their true” Intereſts, than the giving ___ 
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all that their own Hearts can wiſh, In ſuch caſes 
therefore God muſt deal with his Creatures as 
every wiſe Parent deals with his Children. And 


tho' theſe chaſtiſements (as the Apoſtle tells us) are 


not joyous, but grievous, yet are they po for 
the bringing forth the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs 
in all them that are exerciſed thereby. 

The truth is, we do not know what is good for 
our ſelves. We often wiſh for things, that per- 
haps, if our wiſhes were-granted, would undo us; 
But our Happineſs is, that God knows all, and fo 
tempers all, that all Events, even thoſe that we are 
apt to look upon as the greateſt Judgments, ſhall at 
laſt appear moſt viſibly to have been the wiſeſt 
methods that could poſhbly have been contrived 
for the doing the Greateſt Guod to us. And if 
they do not ſucceed accordingly, it will be our own 
fault. 

This muſt Ikewiſe needs be true, if perfect 
Goodneſs govern All : For even Fuſtice it ſelf is but 
a different way .of expreſſing Goodneſs. And all 
that which we call Judgment and Vengeance is un- 
accountable, unleſs it ſerve for the do:;ng Good to the 
World. | 

Feurtbly, and Laſtly ; From hence it follows, 
that all-Events whatſoever, that ever did, or do,or 
ſhallhappen in the World, either with reſpect to 
Na- 
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Nations andKingdoms, or with reſpect to particular 
Perfons, are really the Be that could or can hap- 
pen. And if things were ordered otherwiſe, 't 
would not be ſo well. 

A ſtrange Paradox you will fay this is ; that not 
only the -Miſchiefs-and Calamitres that fall upon 
Mankind, but even their Faults and Miſmanage- 
ments \ nay, their very Sins and Wickedneſſes, ſhould 
be for the beſt. - But really ſo 1t 1s, and fo it muſt 
be, if both Infiriite Wiſdom, and Grodneſs, and Power 
govern the World. 

'Not but that a particular man's Sins may be the 
occaſion of his Run, nay, and certainly will be [6, 
if he perfiſt in them. 

And likewiſe the Faults of a People may and will 
have ſuch an 1ll influence upon the Community, as if 
they be not amended, the Deſolation of the Nation 
may-at laſt enſue thereupon. 

But ſtill, tho? every thing that happens do not 
prove for the Good of that particular Perſon, or that 
particular. People, that 1s immediately concerned in 
the Event ;- yet 1t will certainly. prove for the 
General Univerſal Good. 

So that take all the whole Series of Events to- 
gether, that have or ſhall come to paſs all ' the 
World over, we may undoubtedly affirm, that All 
things have been as well managed, as it 1s poſſible 
they 
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they could be, and will be fo to the end of the - 
World. And this we our ſelves ſhall be ſatisfied 
of, when we came to be ina condition of making 
a juſt eſtimate of things. 

For indeed, to ſuppoſe otherwile, is to ſay, ei- 
ther that Infinite Wiſdom doth not a&t ſo wiſely as it 
might do ; or, that Perfed# Goodneſs might do more 
Good than it does do ; or, laſtly, that Omnipotent 
Power cannot do every thing that is poſſible. All 
which Suppoſitions are plainly abſurd and con- 
tradictious. | 

And now, if all theſe things be true (as they 
certainly are) how natural is the conclufion of my 
Text ? Since God is the King of all the World, and 
ſuch a King likewiſe, that the Meaſures of his Go- 
vernment are exact — and Wrſdom, and Righ- 
teouſneſs ; what have all Mankind to do, eſpecial- 
ly Good Men, but to Rejoyce and be glad? 

This is the P/almiſt's Inference from this Doctrin. 
And this is the preſent Buſineſs of the Day : And 
therefore let us all practiſe accordingly. That is 
the only Application I defire to make of what hath 
been ſaid. 


'And Two ways we ought to expreſs our Re- 
pyeing. 


D Firſt, 
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Firſt, In a hearty ſenſe of all God's paſt and pre- 
ſent Mercies to us, and an actual giving Him 
our Thanks for the ſame. 


- Secondly, In a_cheerful dependance - upon Him 
for his Future Bleſſings. Give me leave to 
ſpeak a little to thefe two Points, and I have 


Qne. 


Firſt, Let us be heartily ſenſible of All God's 
Kindneſs to us, both paſt and preſent, and unfeign- 
edly thank Him for the ſame. 

t 1s very remarkable, that not only David, but 
the Prophets likewiſe, when they are treating of 
God's Kingdom, call upon the Iſles in a particular 
manner to take notice of it ; | See 1ſa. xxiv. 15. 
xlii. 4, 10, &c.] as here in my Text, Let the nul- 
titude of the iſles be glad thereof : As if the Iles in a 
more peculiar manner were to have a fhare in the 
Bleſſings of his Government. And, no doubt, it 
was ſaintended, and accordingly hath ſo came to 
paſs. For, it 1s the Iſles of the Gentiles, by which. 
Name the Scripture exprefleth thoſe Countries 
that were at the greateſt diſtance from the Conti- 
nent of Fudea ; I ſay, it istheſe I/ſes, which now at 
this day ( God's ancient People the Fews being 

| for 
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for their Infidelity long ago rejected) are the prin- 
cipal Seat of his. Church and Kingdom, and to which 
He vouchſafeth the Light of his Goſpel, and the 
Means of Salvation ; ſo true is God to all his Pro- 
miles. 

But now, of all the I/les of the Gentiles, if any 
one above the reſt hath felt the benign and gracious 
Influences of the LOR D's being our King, cer- 
tainly Ours 1s that I/land. 

How wonderfully bountiful hath God been to 
us in a continued ſucceſſion of Publick Blefings,even 
. from the firſt beginning of Time, that we have had 
any Memorials of Events among us ? 

We had the Happineſs to be early made a Pro- 
vince of the Roman Empire, and by that means were 
trained up to Civility, and Arts, and Good Man- 
ners. 

That made way for the greateſt Bleſſing that 
Heaven could beſtow upon us, even the receiving 
Chriſtianity : And that Bleſſing we had with the 
moſt early, being the firſt among the Nations that 
embraced it. | 

When through the juſt Judgment of God, Bar- 
bariſm and Ignorance overſpread the face of Europe, 
and by the occaſion thereof Superſtition and Idola- 
try made its way, and all the Weſtern Kingdoms 
gave up their Power toa Foreign Uſurper ; even 

"FT LY then 
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then this land made the longeſt ſtand ; nay, and 
was never ſo. perfectly ſubdued, but that Popery 
was here a ditterent thing, from what it wasin the - 
Southern Climates. 

When the happy time came, that God thought 
fit to ſet on foot the Reformation, ( having hrſt 
made way for it, by the reſtoring of Learning ) 
ſuch was His particular Care of us, that this was 
one of the first Kingdoms that was brought over 
to it. 

And we have this Advantage above all other 
Reformed Churches, that as our Reformation was re- 
gularly made, and by juſt Authority, ſo it was 
made moſt agreeably to the Pattern of the Primitive 
Churches of Chritt. 

And, God be thanked, according to the good- 
neſs of it, ſuch hath been its Succeſs ever fince ; 
for we haveall- along, from that time to this, (ex- 
cept the interruption of a few Years in the late 
T mes) ſerved God in Peace and Happineſs,under 
the fame Eſtabliſhment. And we truſt we ſhall 
do fo to the end of the World. 

Many indeed have bzen the Oppoſitions and 
Diſturbances, that have been given us by our Ad- 
verſaries, both at home and abroad ; but as mani- 
fold likewiſe have been our Deliverances, and that 
in a moſt wonderful manner, 


I need 
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I need not mention them, for they are known 
to us all. 

How many Secret Conſpiracies againſt our Pro- 
teſtant Kings and Queens, hath God Almighty's Mer- 
cy detected and defeated ? 

How many Open Attempts againſt our Laws and 
againſt our Religion hath He by ſtrange Providences 
brought to nought ? 

More than once hath He by wonderful methods 
preſerved us, when we gave up our Church and our 
Liberties in a manner as loſt, and that in fo eafie 
and quiet a way, that there was no concuſſion of 
the Nation followed thereupon.. | 

Are not theſe Extraordinary Inſtances of God's 
Kindneſs to a People ? And, ought not we, who 
have receiv'd, and do yet enjoy the Benefit and the 
Comfort of them, to-remember them with 'Ihank- 
fulneſsall the Days of our Life ? 

But ſome of us, perhaps, are not now in a Hu- 
mour to think of theſe things; our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances fill our Minds, and. Thoſe are difficult 
cnough. . Let. our paſt Deliverances have been 
what they will, yet we are ſure we are now in a 
Hazardous Condition, notwithſtanding all the 
Prayers we have put up for better Succefles. 


That 
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That 1s'too true : And I pray God make us all 
ſenfible of it ; and eſpecially make us ſenſible of 
the things that have cauſed it, namely, our In- 
oratitude for God's former Mercies ; our Lewd- 
neſs and Debauchery ;. the Spirit of Atheiſm and 
Prophaneneſs, and Irreligion, that ftill reigns 
among us as much as ever ; and above all, our un- 
accountable dividing our ſelves into Parties, and 
purſuing particular Pigues and uarrels, not only 
to the reglec?, but to the plain rwine of our common 
Intereſts. 

Theſe are the things that have hinder'd our 
Succeſles, and provoked God's Difſpleaſure againſt 
us ; and till theſe things be amended, I am afraid, 
we ſhall never be a happy Nation. 

But yet, notwithſtanding our high Provocations, 
yet ſo gently hath God corrected us, and even in 
his Judgments ſo much hath He remembred Mer- 
cy, that we have all reaſon to rejoyce at the Be- 
nignity and Kindneſs of His Difpenſations towards 
us ; nay, and to render Him our moft hearty and 
ſolemn Thanks, for the Mercies that He hath be- 
ſtowed upon us, even with reſpect to the Matters 
we complain of. | 

For God hath really ſo far heard our Prayers 
_ this Year, that He hath given us the moſt impor- 

tant Succefles, tho' not the Succefles we delir'd. 


He 
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He hath kept the War at a diſtance from us ; 
and we have, under the Happy Government of 
Her Majeſty, lived free from all Difturbance at 
home ; every man ſitting under his own Vine, and 
his own Fig-tree, (as the Prop het ſpeaks) enjoying 
his Religion and Rights in perfe&t Peace ; and with 
a bountiful Provifion likewiſe, - from God's'Hand, 
of all the Things that were either needful or con- 
venient. - | | 

And as for our Succeſſes abroad, tho* it is not 
proper for me to talk of thoſe-matters, yet I be- 
lieve thus much 1 may ey and truly ſay, 
That tho' the King had not the ViFory,being over- 

wer'd. by Numbers; yet he gained more Honour, 
and ſuſtained leſs Ls/S than. thoſe that boaſted of 
the Vidtory, 

And which is yet more, God hath not only 
Preſerved his Perſon, amidſt the. infinite Hazards 
- he was continually. expoſed to, and Returned him 
ſafe to us,; but returned him likewiſe with ſuch 
Reputation for his Courage, and Vigilance, and Con- 
duct in the Difficulties he had to ſtruggle with, as 
hath gained him the higheſt Eſteem among his Ene- 
mies, and therefore ought much more* to endear- 
him to his own Subjects. 


+ Andi 
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And now, let all-this be conſidered, and then 
let any man ſay, that really loves the Intereſt of his 
Country, whether we have not reaſon to look up- 
on theſe things as Great Bleſſings ; and as-ſuch, to 
return our Solemn Thanks to God for them. 


And then, in the Second place, -as to our Future 
Succeſſes, let us all cheerfully-depend upon God's 
Providence, and truſt in his Mercy for them. 

_ Thists All the Repycing 1 that wecan expreſs as 
to Future things; and this is that whiels the Apo- 
tle calls Refoycing in Hope. ' ' * 

And ſurely great Reaſon hive we thus to do, 
when we evnſicer 'who it-1s that orders: our Af- 
fairs; One, whote Kindneſs we have no reaſon to 
doubt of, having had ſo many Experiences: of it, 
even beyond our Hopes and ExpeCtations: And 
One likewiſe upon whoſe Power we may ſecurely 
depend, fince His Arm is not ſhorteried, nor ever can 
be; how much ſoever our Arm'of Flefhimay. 

God Almight y is our King, and He both cer- 
tainly knows, and will certainly do, that which is 
beſt tor us, provided we take © care- to dothat which 

es ts. 

Away therefore with all Fear, and Di yrs uft, and 
Deſpondency ; it is an Argument of Infidelity and Ir- 
religion, as well as Cowardiſe,to deſpair of the Common- 
wealth, We 
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We are in asgood Hands as it is poſhible for us 
to be: Nay, we our ſelves cannot wiſh to be in 
any other. 

- Let but us doour Parts, by qualifying our ſelves 
for God's Mercies ; and that is to be done by con- 
tributing our beſt Endeavours, every man in his 
Place and Station, to the Service of the Publick ; 
and then we may ſafely caſt all our care upon him wha 
careth for us, and we may be ſure we ſhall not be 
diſappointed. : | 

his Method, as it is much more eafie, ſo we 
{hall find # much more conducing towards the ob- 
taining the Succeſſes we deſire, than Complaining, 
and Fretfulneſs, and a-tormenting Anziety about 
our Afﬀairs. | 

We may indeed, by out Peeviſh and Querulous 
Humour, diſquiet our ſelves, and put others into a 
Ferment, nay, and at laſt, perhaps, may contribute 
a great deal tothe Glory of hindering and defeating 
the moſt wiſe Counſels that are propoſed for our 
Safety ; but that is the greateſt Point we-.gain. | 

God Almighty will not alter his Methods -for 
any: of our fooliſh Paſtons ; but there is a-way to 
prevail upon God himſelf, to do for us all that our 
own Heafts can defire, provided that which we 
defire be'good for ns; and that way 1s, to own 
Him and his Government ; to love him, and to 
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woe him ; 'to be thankful for! ns Mercies ; to: be- 
eaſte and-cheerful under all his Diſpenſations to us; 
and laſtly, to reſerr our ſelves entirely to his Wiſe 
zounſels, and to truft in his Mercy for all thats to 
com e. ” : | Rees L 
Great indeed, and wonderful; are the Promiſes 
that are made to thoſe that put their Truſt in' God. 
jer. Curſed \(fajth the Prophet) 'be the man that truſteth 
''” tn many; and mdketh fleſh bis atm 1 But; Bleſſed" is he | 
that truſteth in. the Lord, and whoſe hope- thei Lard is, 
ris. Many ſorrows (faith the Pſalmiſt) ſhall be to the wic- 
3219 bad : ' but whoſo truſteth in the Lord, mercy ſhall embrace 
34-8. bihn 011 every fede. And again, O tafte and: ſee, how 
gracious the Lord is : bleſſed is the man that truſteth in 
him. 
If now we believe theſe things, (and if we be 
Chriſtians, we doand muſt believe them) confider 
E beſcech you, the 'Uſe weare to make of them. 
What have we All to do? Let. our late Diſap- 
peintments have put usinto never ſo bad a Humour ; 
let our preſent Crrcumſtances be entangled with ne- 
ver ſo many Difficulties ; yet what have we All to - 
do, but to Rejoyce in G OD, and to Treft in his 
Mercy ? 
Allis well, and All will be well- for ever to 
them that Love God; and put their Truft-in Him. 


Sing 
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Seng we therefore unts the Lord a new Fall Jet; the 
an 0 nfo aints praiſe iſe him, Let IGael: rejayce m 

bam : ting! let the children.of 910N be] Joy- 
yr oy King. Gad is:the King of all the earth, let 
us Þng prajſes. Hit underſtanding. 'The.. Lord: bath 
pleaſure in bis people : he will for ever help the meek 
hearted ; for ba delight is in:them that fear him, and 
thit put-their, truſt in his mercy... He is; ur belp and 
Strength, a very preſent help in Trouble : therefore will 
we not fear; though the earth be maved, and though the 
hills be carried St the midſt of \the ſea :. Though the 
waters thereof rage and ſwell, and the.mountains ſhake ot 
the tem eſt ſt 0 f the [ ſame. Even, i in that cafe; the rivers 
0 f the 001 Fe f ſhall make glad the city of God. All 
b Blufterings hy Storms that threaten God's Peo- 
ple, ſhall turn to their Advantage, and ſhall really at 
length prove matter of rejoycing to them, how ter- 
rible and dreadful ſoever they appeared at firſt : 
For, as it there follows, God is in the midſt of her, 
therefore ſhall ſhe not be removed : God will help ber, 
and that right early. God will be with his Church, 
and will deliver his People whenever it is proper 
and ſeaſonable ſo to do, 
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Nay, ., 
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"Nay, let the Wor come ; - tho we were iechivant 
cont the utmoſt Extremities; ; which yet, God be 
« thanked, -we-neither are,- nor, T hope, ever ſhall 
. be; yet even, in that Cafe, the Conſi deration that 
God is our King, t noronly. to rt-us, - but 
to fillt us with Joy. "Even in that IS every Good 
Man ſhould bear his ew the Song of the Prophet 
Flukabkuk, (3.-17.) with which I conclude. | 
Abbough the j tredfhall rot bloſſom , neither ſhall 
frent be in the vine : the labour of the olive 
_ all ; and the fields yield no meat > Althongh _. 
k ſhall be cut off from the fold, and- there be no 
bedinth Halls ; yet will I rejoyce rene Dend, # will 


» in the God of my ſakuation. 


